	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Friendship, Unity & Christian Charity

	
  and

We hope to see as many Brothers as possible at our upcoming
meetings, and bring an Irish Catholic friend to join our Order.

The next meetings will be immediately following the 8:00 AM Mass on
Saturday 3/21/15 and then again on Thursday 4/16/15 at 7:00 PM

“Cuimhnigi ar na daoine ar thainig sibh”
“Remember the people from whom you came”

La Fheile Padraig Sona Daoibh!
Happy Saint Patrick's Day!	
  

. . .

From the Historian’s Corner
A Great Day for the Irish
Welcome to the month of Saint Patrick, a time of joyous celebration among the
Irish around the world. And why do we celebrate? Because we’re Irish. It’s been
said that the Irish passion for their heritage gets stronger, the further they are
from the Emerald Isle, and that may partially explain the popularity of this day, for
whether or not they were poor in material possessions, the Irish always managed
to carry with them, their unique culture, traditions, and religion. And Saint Patrick
is part of all three. As a result of the Diaspora of the Irish throughout the world,
no one in the entire litany of saints is better known, more loved, or greater
celebrated than our patron. Further, since he is revered by both Catholics and
Protestants, he is the perfect icon for the peace that is now blossoming in
Northern Ireland.
It should be no surprise then that the tradition of parading in St Patrick’s honor
started thousands of miles from the Emerald Isle, among Irish soldiers serving in
the British army right here in America. St Patrick’s Day had previously been
celebrated with a dinner, like the one recorded in 1737 hosted by the Charitable

Irish Societies of Boston, or in 1762 hosted by John Marshall near St Peter’s
Church in New York City. However, when local Irish regiments were invited to
attend, they marched in military manner to the banquet. The first march we’ve
found reference to was held in 1766, with fifes and drums and all, and a tradition
was born. Years later, when many Irish marched away under Washington’s
banner to help establish this new nation, civilians still paraded in the cities on
March 17. General Washington even observed the feast in the field by making the
password on March 17: St Patrick. As a result, it can be said that honoring the
memory of our patron saint became one of America’s first traditions.
In the years that followed, this Irish American tradition was exported around the
world with the result that today, there are at least 250 annual parades in honor of
our patron saint across 44 states, in addition to countless parades in Ireland,
Canada, Australia, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Buenos Aires, and every country
to which the children of Erin have been scattered. But it all started in New York
when the informal parades became formal right after the American Revolution. In
1784, the Friendly Sons of St Patrick were formed, and soon took over organizing
the parade in lower Manhattan. In 1790, a Brooklyn parade was organized, and
another – organized by a convention of Irish Societies – soon followed. By 1843,
and for some years thereafter, there were two major parades in Manhattan as well
as the one in Brooklyn with the parade organized by the Convention of Irish
Societies gradually emerging as the main one. In 1853, the Ancient Order of
Hibernians first marched, and thus began an association that led to their
assuming responsibility for that event. Today the Parade Committee is a separate
corporation though the committee are AOH members who still plan, organize, and
manage the largest ethnic demonstration in the world.
In the early days, the route of the parade required a great deal of stamina to
complete. As the city grew, the parades got longer. The 1899 parade started at
Washington Square and marched to Brommans Union Park for the traditional
banquet.
Brommans was located at 133 St and Willis Ave in the Bronx – a distance of about
six miles from the starting point. It was the only time the parade entered that
borough, although the Bronx was not the only borough to have been visited by
the Manhattan parade, for the Brooklyn Hibernians took the parade over the
Brooklyn Bridge to march in their streets several times. In 1909, another borough
entered the picture as the Queens AOH – 1,000 strong – were given the honor of
becoming the first to cross the recently completed, but as yet unopened, Queens
Borough Bridge. That honor was accorded in recognition of the Irish laborers
who constructed the span. After parading through Queens, they proudly marched
over the new bridge to join the New York parade, led by a unit of Silver Greys –

AOH members over 70 years in age – in horse-drawn carriages. The record for the
longest parade however, was established in 1904 when the annual march covered
a distance of 8 miles.
Today, there are parades in many local communities on dates surrounding March
17. In Chicago and San Antonio they dye their river green but, as in the
beginning, there is still a common link between them all. On the one hand, that
link is the common reverence for St Patrick which all true Irishmen cherish. On
the opposite extreme they are all subject to the terrible Paddy-bashing of the
media prompted by misbehaving Amadans* in green plastic derby’s, drinking
green beer! Each year on March 17th, there are those who drag our heritage
through the streets, and those who parade it. St. Patrick’s Day is not an excuse
for a party, but a reason for pride – pride in an Irish Christian heritage that is
second to none. Those who debase themselves on that day are either not Irish or
are Irish in name only, and their condition at the end of the day is a direct
reflection of their appreciation for, or ignorance of, their own heritage. Further,
those who respect that heritage don’t call their patron saint by a nickname; the
difference between Paddy’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day is the difference between
the office Christmas party and Midnight Mass – the only thing they have in
common is the date.
*Amadans – Village Idiots

Irish Humor
*An Englishman, an Irishman and a Scotsman were reading a newspaper article about
which nationalities' brains were for sale for transplant purposes. An Irishman's or a
Scotsman's brain could be bought for Â£500 but an Englishman's brain cost Â£10,000.
That proves,' said The Englishman, 'that Englishmen are much smarter and cleverer
than Irishmen or Scotsmen.' 'No it doesn't,' said The Irishman, 'it just means that an
Englishman's brain has never been used.'
* You Can't Believe Everything You Read In the Papers
Dermot McCann opened the morning newspaper and was dumbfounded to read in the
obituary column that he had died. He quickly phoned his best friend Reilly.

'Did ye see the paper?' asked Dermot. 'They say I died.'
'Yes, I saw It.' replied Reilly. 'So where are ye callin' from, up above or down below?'

The Craic Session is at Meg O’Malley’s!
As always, the Craic is at Meg O’Malley’s on the first Tuesday of the month, between
five and six-thirty PM., we celebrate all things Irish: literature, music, history, stories,
and folk lore. It is a wonderful time for those interested in Irish culture to meet up with
each other and share a pint or two.
Following the presentation, traditional Irish music begins around 6 PM inside the pub.
We hope to see you there.
Meg O’Malley’s: 812 E. New Haven, Melbourne, Florida
Phone: (321) 952-5510

*If any Brother knows of a Practicing Catholic of Irish descent 16
years or older, please ask them to join our Order and give them an
application to the AOH so we can have our newly formed division
grow. Let us strive to be the biggest and best Division in the State of
Florida. *
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“Tis a Blessing to be Irish, But it is an
Honor to be a Hibernian”

Irish Blessing
May the sun shine all day long, everything go right and nothing wrong!
May those you love bring love back to you!
And may all the wishes you wish come true.

We Want Your Input
We really don’t want to miss anything or leave anything out that should be in the
newsletter. So please if you have any suggestions for the newsletter or if you feel
something should have been in the newsletter and we missed it please contact
any Divisional Officer with any or all suggestions.

Recruiting
Some AOH leaders have expressed a concern that the AOH is morphing into the
“Order of Ancient Hibernians”. While the important contributions of our “over 65”
men are invaluable and indispensable, to assure the future we must find a way to
encourage younger Irish-Catholic men to join and become involved.
We all recognize family and employment commitments of younger men – we’ve
all been in the same shoes. The family commitments — being a provider,
husband and father — must always take priority. So, finding a way to integrate
“family” and “Hibernianism” and identifying ways for participation – even if
monthly meetings cannot be regularly attended – are worthy goals. I’ve received

outstanding suggestions on ways to achieve these goals, so keep’em coming.
One suggestion was to have daytime (Sunday afternoon?) family events. If any
Brother knows any younger Irish Catholic males please ask them to join our
Order.

Pray for Peace in Ireland and throughout the world!

Beannachtaí na Cásca - Happy Easter

A HAPPY AND GLORIOUS EASTER TO
ALL
in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity
Celebrating Easter Traditions in Ireland
One of the most important religious dates in the Irish calendar, apart from St. Patrick’s
Day, is Easter as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and it also holds a number of
Irish traditions.
In Ireland preparation for Easter usually starts on the first day of Lent, forty days before
Easter Sunday. From this first day of Lent the Irish people stop eating meat but they

also quit something they cherish such as favorite food, alcohol, cigarettes, movies, and
even television.
During the forty days of Lent fish would be eaten each Friday which is usually cooked in
a soup. It’s a time of self-discipline and a reflection on what Irish people have to be
thankful for but also a time for Irish families to be together.
The last week of Lent is the most important part of the fasting period with Palm Sunday
beginning Holy Week which sees the bringing of Easter Sunday.
A Typical Easter Observance - Many family households will prepare their
homes for Easter Sunday by doing what would be better known as “spring cleaning” to
prepare the house for blessing by the local priest which is a religious ceremony that
dates back hundreds of years.
No outdoor work shall take place on Good Friday in Ireland and should be treated as a
day of rest and preparation of body and soul for Easter. On Good Friday the Irish people
will attend confessions asking for forgiveness, have their hair cut to prevent headaches,
nails trimmed, and would also shop for new clothes to be worn at Easter Mass.
Eggs will not be eaten during the time of Lent and would be presented to the Irish
household on Good Friday but not eaten until Easter Sunday. Eggs would be painted
with different colors and designs but have since been replaced with Chocolate Easter
Eggs for the children.
Tradition has it if a child is born on Good Friday and then baptized on Easter, he or she
will have the gift of healing (a boy born on Good Friday will go into the priesthood).
Anyone who dies on Good Friday according to Irish tradition will go directly to heaven.
Holy Saturday is a day that Irish people take a vow of silence but also attend a special
ceremony to have their Holy Water blessed. Tradition has it that every member of the
family takes a couple sips of the Holy Water and then they sprinkle a couple drops of
the water on their pets and livestock to prevent sickness and disease in the coming
year. They also attend the Easter Vigil which usually starts at 10:00PM with the church
being decorated in purple colored banners to celebrate the arrival of the King. All lights
in the Church are extinguished at 11:00PM with a new flame being presented to the
altar of the church which is the Paschal candle, a symbol of the Risen Christ and the
celebrations of the Holy Flame.
Easter Sunday in many homes is very similar to any other Sunday or religious day in
Ireland. Families get together dressed in their new clothes and attend Mass together in
their local church.

After attending Mass on Easter Sunday everyone makes their way back home to start
the Easter Feast which is usually made up of servings of potatoes, vegetables, meat,
stuffing, bread and anything else that makes up a good proper Irish Feast.
The Easter Eggs are always presented to the children after their traditional Irish Easter
Dinner and can only be given to a child that has not broken the Lenten fast and who has
also finished eating a full Easter Dinner, but parents usually bend the rules for the
children as the fasting is somewhat of a difficult task for a child.
They close out the Easter celebration with a bonfire where all gather round to celebrate.

We are all so blessed to live in such a great country where we have the
freedom to practice our Catholic faith without fear. It is because of the
bravery of those in our Armed Forces that we have this freedom; please
remember them and their families who have given up so much for our
country and to protect our freedom, and please keep them in your prayers
and ask God to keep them safe and out of harm’s way.
As always, please remember to say an extra prayer for our wounded
warriors and their families.

We ask that you always remember
and live our motto of

“Friendship, Unity & Christian
Charity”

