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The Newsletter of the St. Lucie County Ancient Order of Hibernians 

We are Irish and Irish-Americans celebrating our rich Celtic culture and faith. We take particular pride in our 
Irish Catholic Heritage. We never forget our ancestral homeland, and can always be found actively lobbying 
for, praying for, and working for the total independence of a united 32-county Ireland, as our constitution 
avows: “by all means constitutional and lawful.” We strive to make our own mark by promoting our Irish 
heritage and being active in our church	  and, community fulfilling our motto of Friendship, Unity, and 
Christian Charity, and having some fun along the way. 



  

Brian Boru Division 1 of St. Lucie County hold their regular monthly 
meetings on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM, in the Family Life 
Center at Saint Bernadette Catholic Church located at  350 N.W. California 
Blvd. St. Lucie West, Fl. 34986 

• Upcoming meetings will be 11/20/14 and 12/18/14 at 7:00 PM 

 

We hope to see as many Brothers as possible at our upcoming 
meetings, and bring an Irish Catholic friend to join our Order. 

 

“Cuimhnigi ar na daoine ar thainig sibh” 

“Remember the people from whom you came” 

 

Division Officers 
President – Ray Lynch,   Phone #772-985-9807 

Vice President – Joe Donahue,   Phone #772-370-1650 

Chaplin –   Fr. Victor Ulto,   Phone #772-336-9956 

Recording Secretary - Anthony Rippel, Phone #772-267-5042 

Financial Secretary - Rod Downs, Phone #772-446-9668 

Treasurer – Bill Barlowe, Phone #954-444-1964 

Standing Com. Chairman – Jim Cunningham, Phone #516-316-9758 

Marshall – Kevin Brown, Phone #772-332-1371 

Sentinel – Mark Regan, Phone #772-579-0132 

Historian – John Giorgis, Phone #215-880-1868 



 
On September 11, 2014 President Ray Lynch and Vice President Joe Donahue represented our 
Division by taking part in the 9/11 Ceremony in Palm City Fl. in conjunction with our Brothers 
from Father Mychal F. Judge Division of Martin County. 

Ray Lynch represented our Division at the John Barry Ceremony hosted by the Florida State 
AOH, on Saturday September 13, 2014 at Jetty Park in Cape Canaveral, Fl. 

At our October16th General meeting our AOH Florida State President and National Director 
provided us with a most interesting and enjoyable skit about Lord Samhain and the history of 
Halloween in Ireland, complete with costume and props. Thank you Greg for a job well done! 

The Florida State AOH Fall Board Meeting is being held in Orlando, Fl. on Saturday, November 
1, 2014. Representing our Division will be President Ray Lynch, and Vice President Joe 
Donahue.  

We will be holding our Annual Memorial Mass in Remembrance of all Deceased AOH/LAOH 
Members on Sunday, November 2, 2014 at the 10:45AM Mass at Saint Bernadette Catholic 
Church. 

** Any brother that has not yet paid his membership dues for the year, please try to do so by our 
November meeting or contact our Financial Secretary Rod Downs.  

*Anyone interested in ordering an AOH shirt please contact President Ray Lynch. 

Irish Proverb 
Tis better to buy a small bouquet 

And give to your friend this very day 
Then a bushel of roses white and red 

To lay on his coffin after he’s dead 



Veteran’s Day - November 11, 2014 

Definition of a Veteran 

A veteran – whether Active duty, Retired, National Guard, or Reserve-   
is someone who, at one point in their life, wrote a blank check made 
payable to “The United States of America”, for an amount of “up to an 
including my life.” 

That is Honor, and there are way too many people in the Country who 
no longer understand it. 

Only two defining forces have ever offered to die for you; Jesus 
Christ, and the Men and Women of the United States of America 
Armed Forces. 

One died for your soul; the other died for your freedom. 

They are ordinary and yet extraordinary human beings - a person who 
offered some of their life's most vital years in the service of their 
country, and who sacrificed their ambitions so others would not have 
to sacrifice theirs. 

So remember, each time you see someone who has served our 
country, just lean over and say, "Thank You." That's all most people 
need, and in most cases it will mean more than any medals they could 
have been awarded or were awarded. Two little words that mean so 
much, "Thank You". 



 

    Pray for Peace in Ireland and throughout the World!   

    This  Thanksgiving Holiday please thank God for  
al l  the wonderful  gifts  and blessings we have.  We have so 
much to be thankful  for .  Here’s  wishing that you and your 
family have a Happy Thanksgiving.                                                                                  

                                                                                   

We Want Your Input 
We really don’t want to miss anything or leave anything out that should be in the 
newsletter. So please if you have any suggestions for the newsletter or if you feel 
something should have been in the newsletter and we missed it please contact any 
Divisional Officer with any or all suggestions.   

*If any Brother knows of a Practicing Catholic of Irish descent 16 years or older, please 

ask them to join our Order and give them an application to the AOH so we can have our 
newly formed division grow.  Let us strive to be the biggest and best Division in the 
State of Florida.  

 

Irish Humor     
Reilly was walking through a graveyard when he comes across a headstone with the 
inscription "Here lies a politician and honest man" 

“Faith now”, exclaims Reilly, I wonder how they got the two of them in one grave.       

 



From the Historian’s Corner 
The Irish Famine, the Irish Potato Famine, AN GORTA MOR (The Great Hunger), the 
Irish Genocide, the Irish Holocaust. All of these names have been used to describe the 
period of 1852 in Ireland when over a million died and over a million immigrated out of a 
population of 8 million. Some scholars say these numbers are too conservative. 

In 1903, Michael Davitt, the great Irish Land Leaguer, organizer and agitator described 
this period as a “Holocaust” in his book The Fall of Feudalism in Ireland. During this 
nightmare (1845-1852) food from 30 to 50 shiploads left Ireland every day protected by 
12,000 British police and 200,000 British soldiers. 

This dark episode of Irish history has, until recently, been excluded from Irish and 
worldwide education. Even today, the Irish community is divided on what to call this 
event. 

In 1997, John Leahy, President of Quinnipiac University in Connecticut was named 
Grand Marshal of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in NYC. He used this honor to lecture on 
the significance of the 150th anniversary of “An Gorta Mor” (The Irish Potato Famine). 
The late Murray Lender (of the Lender Bagel Company), a Quinnipiac Alumnus and 
Trustee was in the audience of the lecture. He was so moved by the Irish suffering and 
perseverance; he decided to generously donate to an Irish Great Hunger Project at the 
school. It started out with the Lender Special Collection Room that was part of the 
Library on campus. This collection of art, research and education has grown to be the 
biggest in the world. 

A few years ago a decision was made to expand the collection and to construct a 
building off campus to exhibit the complete collection of books, art, and educational 
videos, to give the public a total view of the impact of The Great Hunger. 

The Museum is world class; poignant and moving. It is located just outside Quinnipiac 
University in Hamden Connecticut. It is an oral/visual peek into 1847. Two floors of 
paintings, sculptures, books, magazine exhibits, and video tell the story as concise as 
possible. 

Ironically enough, the only museum of AN GORTA MOR (The Great Hunger) was 
started by a non-Irish person (Mr. Lender) at a Non-Catholic University. All of our great 
Catholic Universities and Colleges should take notice. 

This museum is a beacon of hope and inspiration to all of us. 

 



 

Ireland – The Best Country in the World 

 

 

   According to a new 2 year survey unveiled on June 23 and called The 
Good Country Index, Ireland is the “goodest” country in the world. 

   The index ranked 125 nations according to their overall contribution to 
humanity using 35 separate indicators from the United Nations, the World 
Bank and other international institutions and included information such as 
freedom of the press, the number of refugees hosted, the amount of 
weapons exported and the number of Nobel Prize winners, etc. Countries 
were then ranked in seven categories according to their contributions to 
science and technology, culture, international peace and security, world 
order, the planet and climate, prosperity and equality, and the health and 
well-being of humanity. 

    Ireland secured the overall top spot by finishing in the top 10 in four of 
the seven categories. It claimed the number one spot in the “Equality and 
Prosperity” category and it was ranked fourth when it came to “World 
Order”, seventh in “Culture”, and ninth in the “Health and Well-Being” 
category. 

    The five countries ranked in order after Ireland were: Finland, 
Switzerland, The Netherlands, New Zealand and Sweden. 

     The intention of the survey was to measure what each country 
contributes to the common good of humanity, what it takes away, and to 
recognize the importance of contributing to the greater good in a globalized 
society. 



   
Merry Christmas and a Happy Blessed New Year 

From the 

Ancient Order of Hibernian’s 

Brian Boru Division 1 St. Lucie County, Fl. 

 
HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

So it came to pass that Christmas is the time and place to celebrate the 
birth of the Christ child. As Christians we find it to be the most sacred day 
of the year and a chance to honor and revere the Savior who came among 
men to enlighten humanity and offer great solace in this troublesome world. 
Christ donned manhood to teach us to love, something the world then and 
now needs more than any other virtue. Let us use this Christmas 
celebration to renew our calling as Christians to serve all mankind in this 
chaotic world, and to live our motto of Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity. 



“Ireland Unfree Shall Never Be At Peace”     
Support a United Ireland 

 

 

 

We are all so blessed to live in such a great country where we have the 
freedom to practice our Catholic faith without fear. It is because of the 
bravery of those in our Armed Forces that we have this freedom; please 
remember them and their families who have given up so much for our 
country and to protect our freedom and please keep them in your prayers 
and ask God to keep them safe and out of harm’s way.                                

                                                                                        

	  

 

We ask that you always remember and live our motto of 

“Friendship, Unity & Christian Charity” 

 

 


